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Detween 16 and 22 Yarch 1952, a MiC-15 crashed at Laerz airfield irmediately

after its take off, The pllot had to be hospitalized. On 23 March, the
Hechlin restricted area was off limits for Cerman personnel. Several
detonations were heard, The former German engine test stand was allegedly
dermolished on that day. On 30 larch, the following observaticns were made
in the restricted arsa., Building No 19 and a building directly south of
building N¥o 13 and settlement No 29 quartered a headquarters unit. Build-
ing Wo 7 was being converted into a locksmith shop and house Mo L into

a dispensary. An observation post was on top of building Ko 186,

On 16 Yarch, about 100 young Soviet soldiers without weapons and lugrage
arrived at the Ellerholz railroad station. They were picked up by an
officer amd several sergeants. In mid-tarch, the gap in the fence at both
ends of the main runway was widened from 100 to 300 meters. The fence

in the northwestern portion of the installation was riot yet comrleted,
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On 8 April, there was individual flying by swept~back jet fighters amd
siggle-engine, low-wing monoplanes. On 9 april, there wss little flying
dering the day but some flying by jet Iighters . at night. On 10 april,
tere was intensive Tiying by formations of MiC-15s. The largesi
furmation observed consisted of 22 vlanes. At (125 pomey a formation of
2° jet bombers heading southwest was observed., The formation underwvent
a simulated attack by 22 ¥iG-15s, ASter crossing the fieid, 12 iet
brabers continued to hiead southwest while 16 turned 4o the north. On
1. Aprily thers was intensive flring bv INiG~15s and tvpe-29 planes, At
B 3.ty on 13 April, |
Mite15g and type-29 »lanes, § sinfle-angine, Low-wing ronoplanes 1icted
with radial engines, & biplanes and 2 twineen ine, low-wing monoplanes
fisted with double rulder asserblies were observed at the installafion.
At 1230 peme on 1L Ap~il, only four MiG-15s were seen at the field,

Between 3:15 and 5:45 pore on 3 April, 38 swevpt~back jet fighters,

1 B-25; 1 Te~2, 4 single-engine, low=wing noncplanes fitfed :ith radial
engines and 3 biplanes were observed at the field. The planes wers parked
in six groups of 5 to { aireraft each alony the southern boundary of the
installation. Two ‘swept-back jet fiphters were parked individually. (2)
There was. flying by sinfle-engine, lowewing menoplmnes, Visibility was
about 5 km, and the cloid ceiling was at an agititude of about 500 reters.
The aircraft remained below the cloud ceiling. Two radiec trucks fitted
with rod antennas, one with a plexiglass cupcla, ware parked at the
eastern end of the rurway. Four tank trucks were also seen there. About
5:30 pam.y five jeeps wer: observed towing one swept-back jet fighter
each to the eastern end of the runway, | |night flying
was conducted by thess plsnes after 6 pum,

Between 3t45 and Sp.me on £ April, 25 swept-back jet fighters, 2 twine
engine planes, 5 single-engine, low-wing moneplanes fitled with radial
engines and 3 biplanes were observed parked at the field, Mot all of the
planes parked in the aircrafl dispersal areas scutheast of the flight
control station were seen. Thers was flying by individnal single-engine
low=wing monoplames during the day and by jet fighters at nicht. Three
railroad tank cars were seen on the airfield spur track,

Between 10:45 a.m, and 1115 porme on £ fpril, a total of 2k swent-back
jet fighters, 1 single-engine, light blue plane fitted with an in-line

enginey, 1 B=25, 1 Pe-2 and 3 biplanes were counted at the Tield. Other
aircraft believed %o be narked at the field could aot be seen. At T:30

" aoMey 6 tyre-29 nlanes fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks landed on the

main runvay. At 11:10 a.m., the six alert planes parked at the southern
end of the short runway took off in groeups of twe at distances of about
200 meters, Individual flying ty sinplewengine, low-wing monoplanas was
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also nbserved. Five railroad tank cars werc pa-led on tue spur track. 25X1

At noon on 6 fpril, 45 aircraft, § of which werc identified as Mil-15s,
were observed at the 7ield. fn 1l ipril, 26 swept-back jet fishters ]
were: counted and ancther 10 catimntod alnomars s e nariked nt the ri=ld,

| |Cr>3menbsf,

On Y April, it was observed that the fence around the sirfield was
completed except for a L)ermeter stretch on the northern boundary,
£ &

Aircraft observed at the field between 11 acm, and 3 pom, on Il Lpril
included 22 swept-back irt Iighters, 2 twin-engine vplenes with a double
rudder asserbly, 3 single-ensine planes fitted with i ngines

and 3 biplares, Flying was conducted by swept~-back jet Tiphters fron
noon until darkness. Retwwen 9:30 asme and 12:30 pom, on 1k Lyril,

26 swept-back jet firghters were chserved at the installation, Eight of
ther were parled in two groups at the wesitern end of the runway . The
first four aircraft took off at 10 aume, the next four about 15 ninutes
later, Their return was not observed. About 10:30 aum,, four swept~back
Jet fighters fitted with auxiliaty fuel tanks were towed vy Jeeps to
the takewof? point. About & minutes later the turbines of the planes
were storted, One mimnte later the plancs took off individeally. /juother
froup of four swept-back Jet fichters fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks
tock off about 10 minutes later, These planes were likewise net osbgorved
returning, Anpther group of four sweni-back Jet fighters fitted with
auxiliary fuel tanks tork off at 1:30 pom.

At 10130 aoms on 16 April, 39 seept-back jet Iighters, a twin-engine plane

Titted with dnble rudder assembly, 3 single-engine plenos Fitted vith

radial engines, and P biplanes were observed at the Tield, At 10:30 oMoy

five swept~back jet Mehtors “itted with awciliary fnel tanks, 25X1
tatied from the runway to the aivarsT )

dispersal areas. About 11 2aMs, five swept-back jet Mghters took off

. individually for local fliphts, Tlvine continuad ymisl € = e [ ] 25X1

The fuel dump in the southeastern ortion of the figld was chserved 25X1
18 C P

[ ITwelve tanks each £ meters leng and 2.5 meters in dismeter and five

tanks each about 3 moters long and 1.5 meters in diameter were seen, (i)

25X1

(2)

The parking of asircraft in groups of six confirrs the rresence at  the
field of six scuadrons which comprise two reiinents. 25X1

\ 25X1

(&)

the report confirms nrevipus inforsa'ion according to v ich fwo Sirfter
regirents are belisved teo be stationed in Laerz, Slightly more than 4o
Vi0-15s are believed to ke assirned to the two units.
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